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= 0 ORASMUS H as upon Pe 
SW Occaficns many have taken in 
Hand, to ſet forth in Order a 
Declaration of thoſe Thin | J 1 
which are moſt ſurely belier d 5 = 1 
agamongſt us; I Defre to make ,, ak 
the fame good Profeſſion before many 139 Ag | 
Witneſſes ; and, according to the Mea- Eph.iv. 72 0 
ſure of the Gift of Chrift, give a Reaſon of*- a I 7 1 | 

the Hope that is in me with Meekneſs and AR alia, ( 7 | 
Fear: And eſpecially at this Time, when by Faft- „ 3 1 
ing, and Prayer, and laying on of Hands, 1 1 oy 1 * mn 
am to be ſeparated for the Work, where: NT 4 | 2 
unto the Lord hath called me; Tho" I be lefs 


than the leaſt of all * and not Pinto 6f 
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« - THOMAS BRADBURT's 


this Grace, to preach the unſearchable Riches 
, 8 


x Tim. i. But as the Glorious Goſpel of the Bleſſed 


1, 12. Gop is committed to my Truſt, and Jz$vs 
Cn xRIS T our Lord has enabled me, puttin 
Tim. vi. 3. me into the Miniſtry, I here Declare my Con- 
. ſent to wholſom Words, and the Doctrine 
Cor. ii. 13. which is according to Godlineſs; ſpeaking, not 
as Man's Wiſdom teaches, but as jthe Holy 
Ghoſt doth, comparing ſpiritual Things with 
Spiricual. Not Doting about Queſtions, and 


Strife of Words, whereof come perverſe Diſ- 


1 Tim. vi. putings of Men of corrupt Minds, and defti- 
4+5- tute of the Truth. I ſhall be my Endeavour do 
{bool op i: Chooſe ſound Speech that cannot be condemn- 
14, 15. ed; continuing in the Things that I have learn- 

55 ed, and been aſſured of, knowing of whom! 


have learned them, even from the Holy Scrip- 
tures, which are able to make us All wiſe to 


Salvation, thro' Faith which is in Chriſt Jeſus; 
and, more particularly, to make the Man of 


Gop perfect, throughly furniſhed to every | 


good Work. 


I therefore declare my Belief, That the Book 


of the Old and New Teſtament which are com- 
* monly received among ſt us, came not by the Will 


of Man, but the Holy Men of Gop fpake as 


they were moved by the Holy Ghoſt ; and, as 
they were given by Inſpiration of God, _ 
x Tim. iii. are moſt Profitable for Doctrine, for Reproof, 


16. for Correction, and Inſtruction in Righteouſ- 


neſs. 


This, thro Grace, I will always adhere to, a. 

the great Rule of my Faith and Miniſtry, ſtu- | 

1 Tim. ii. dying to ſhew my ſelf approved unto Gov, | 

. rightly dividing the Word of Truth: That, as | 
£ 2 Cor. iv. 

1 Fin i 6. Bretliren in mind of theſe things, as becomes 


I have believed, ſo I may ſpeak; putting the 
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 ConFEssSION of FAITH: 7 N 
2 Miniſter of Jeſus Chriſt, nouriſn'd up in the 7 
Words of Faith and good Doctrine, as far as 1 | 

have attain'd; giving no heed to Jewiſh Fa- Tit. i. 14. 

bles, and the Commandments of Men who 

turn from the Truth, but always ſpeaking the Tit. i. 1. 
Things that become ſound Doctrine. could, ? 

dare, build upon no Foundation, but that of the Epheſ. ii. 
Apoſtles and Prophets, Jeſus Chriſt himſelf 0. 

being the chief Corner-Stone. 

To this Law and Teftimony, I profeſs to Iſa. viii. 2. 
bring every Opinion; and, if they ſpeak, not i | 
according to this Word, to reject them, as _ 
having no Light in them: This I promiſe (in a 
Dependance upon Him, who has the Reſidue of 
the Spirit) to give heed to, as the only ſure Mal. ii. 15. 

Word of Prophecy. Not receiving the Wit- !Pet.i. 19. 

neſs of Men, or making my Faith ſtand in 110890 

their Wiſdom ; becauſe the Witneſs of Gov 7" 

is greater, which He has given of his Son. jude 4. 

"Tis the Faith once deliver'd to the Saints, that 2Corii.17; 

I would earneſtly contend for, not corrupting | 

the Word of G op, or handling it deceitfully, 2Cor.iy.z; 

but as of Sincerity, would ſpeak in the Sight = 

of GOD. | | | I 

1 apply to theſe Scriptures as the beſt Diſcove- 1 
1y GOD has made of himſelf in this Life. „ 
For, tio the Inviſible things of Him from the Romd 2%. 
Creation of the World are clearly ſeen, being | 
underſtood by the things that are made, | 
eren his eternal Power and Godhead ; yet Eye, Cor. ij. 


has not ſeen, nor Ear heard, neither could 9, 10. 


have enter'd into the Heart of Man, what He 
is, and has prepared for them that love him; 
had he not reveal'd them to us by his Spirit. 
Iudeed, no Man has ſeen God at any time, but joh. i. 8. 


he that lies in the Boſom of the Father, has 


declar d him, and ſent his Angel to teſtify Rev: xxii. 
theſe Things in the Churches. 
> | 11 __ 
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1 Cer. viii, 


1 here learn what God 7s, and what he dh, 


In confidering what he is, we have an Account 
of his Nature, and his glorious Perfettions ; 


| The Revelation that he has given us of his 
| Nature, includes both his ee Unity, and a 
Trinity of Perſons. 


'4 believe then, in the firſi Place, that the 


Deut. vi. 4. Lord our God is OxꝝE Lord; there is none be- 


| 1 9-fides him, the liying and true God; the bleſ- 
15,16, fed and only Potentate, who alone has Immor- 

tality, dwelling in the Light which no Man 

can approach unto. We know that an Idol is 
4. nothing in the World, and there js no other 
7 God but one. And yet, 

flek, mf cord in Heaven, the Father, the Word, and 

the Holy Ghoſt, and that theſe three are one. 


Ifa.vi. 3. The Son is the King, the Lord of Hoſts; and 


the whole Earth is full of his Glory; for theſe 

things ſaid Eſaias, when he ſaw his Glory, and 

lire _ * ſpake of him. His Name is called Wonderful, 
Father, the Prince of Peace. And the Spirit, 

Gen. i. 2. who in Creation moved upon the Face of the 
| hang i. Waters, ſearcheth all things, yea, even the 
deep things of God, SY that they who are 


Acts v. 3˙4 charged with lying to the Holy Ghoſt, did not 


lie unto Men but unto God. "This ſacr ed Three 

FF we own in our Profeſſion, being baptiz'd into the 
ina Name of the Father, and of the Son, and of 
| the Holy Ghoſt, upon this one God we depend 


2 Cor. aii for the Grace of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, the 


14. Lore of the Father, and the Communion of 


Heb. ij 3. the Spirit : : From Him we have the great Salva- 


tion 


I believe, there are THREE that beir re- 


bor, the Mighty God, the Everlaſting 
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tion, being Elect according to the Fore-know- *Pet.i, 22] 
ledge of God the Father, thro' Sanctification 1 
of the Spirit unto Obedience, and ſprinkling 
of the Blood of Jeſus Chriſt. "ont. I 
This 1 would avow as a Truth, and humbly a.. 
dore as a Myſtery ; for tho' the Natural Man re- 1 Core 1. 
ceiveth not the Things of the Spirit of God, 1. 
becauſe they are fooliſhneſs to him, and the 10or. i.. 
World by Wiſdom knows not God, Tet we Joh. va 7 2 


know that the Son of God is come, and he » f45Y 
has given us an Underſtanding, that we may 3 
know him that is true, and we are in im 
that is true, even in his Son Jeſus Chriſt, this 
is the true God and eternal Life. „ 

1 believe that this one God, Father, Son, 
and Holy Ghoſt is a SPIRIT, not like unto” 4 
Gold, or Silver, or Stone graven by Art and Acts xvii. | 
Man's Device; But the King Eternal, Immor- 183 f. 
tal, Inviſible; from Everlaſting to Everlaſt- pfal. xc. 
ing; without Beginning of Days, or End o 3 
Years, the Father of Lights, in whom there Im. i. 17. 
is no Variableneſs nor Shadow of turning. He Jer. xiii. , = | 
fills Heaven and Earth, ſo that none can flee ,, 24. 1 
from his Preſence, for the Heaven of Heavens Sn 
cannot contain Him. ; | +: Kan. 

I believe alſo that this God is Lows, Mer- 27. 
ciful and Gracious, Long-Suffering, and Abun- I it. 
dant in Goodneſs and Truth, keeping Mercy Exo xxxiv. 
for Thouſands, forgiving Iniquity, Tranſgreſſi- 6, 7. 
on and Sin, and a Rewarder of them that dili- Heb. xi. 6. , 
gently ſeek him: But of purer Eyes than to Hab. i. 3 
behold Evil, and look on Iniquity. He will! 
take Vengeance on his Adverſaries, and not at Nah. i. , . 
all acquit the Wicked. He has Life in himſelf,,, _ © 3 
and is not worſhipped with Mens Hands, ag M. 260 9 
tho' he needed any thing. His Wiſdom and 7. 
Knowledge are unſearchable, and his Ways Rom. xiz 3. 
paſt finding out. Thus the Scripture tells what 8 

1 A3 | GOD 


Joh. iv. 24. 1 4 


10 THOMAS BRADBURT's © 
ES R .. GOD i,, and I there alſo read what He dus 
PE for the Manifeſting forth of his Glory. 


* 


a „ ¶ę % .‚'h Hi, Works are Twofold, 
1 Firſt, His making of a World; 
ö 7 „ a 3 And, 


t | : Rev. iv. 11 Secondly, His Rule over it. 


Kom. xi 36 I believe that He CI RATED all Things, 
Reb. xi. 2. And for Þis Pleaſure they are and were created. 
Col. i. 16. They are o Him, and thro' Him, and to Him. 

| By Faith we underſtand that the Worlds were 
framed by the Word of God; and all Things 

created that are in Heaven, and that are on 

Earth, viſible and inviſible, whether they be 

job xxvi. Thrones, or Dominions, or Powers, all Things 
z. were created by Him and for Him. By his 
þ  xxxVili. 7-Spirit he garniſhed the Heavens, and filled them 

& C727" with Angels, the Morning Stars, the Sons of 

|. marti2s God: He made Man after his own Image, 

Eccl. xii. 7. breathed into his Noftrils the Breath of Life, 

Mz Eph. iv. 24. gave him a Soul which none can kill, But when 

Pla. viii. G. the Duſt returns ro the Earth as it was, this 

VHpßpirit goes up to God that gave it. He created 
him Righteouſneſs and true Holineſs, and 
gave him Dominion over the Works of his 

| Hands, having put all 'Things under his Feet. 
eb i. 3. N. Government reaches over the whole Creati- 
on. I believe, that he Upnor Ds all Things 

5 by the Word of his Power, and according 

co his Will in the Army of Heaven, and among 

„es. the Inhabitants of the Earth, ſo that none can 

3 * 45 pe "ſtay his Hand. Known unto God are all his 

Works from the Beginning; he does them ac- 

cording to the Counſel of his own Will, m_ 
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1 found, that tho God made Man upright, £<<-vii29 


 ConFEss10N of FAITH. 14 
ſhall ſtand, and the Thoughts of his Heart to Plat. xxxiii *3 
all Generations. I believe that his Providence _ 
extends to all Creatures and their Actions. His 2 Chron. A 
Eyes run to and fro throughout the Earth, be- i. 9 
holding the Evil and the Good. He obſerves the brov. xv z. 
minuteſt Parts of the Creation, there's not a 1 
Sparrow that can fall to the Earth without our 30. 
Father, and the very Hairs of our Head are 
all number d. There is a determinate Counſel Acts i. 3. 
and Fore- knowledge of God to Over- rule the 5 
Corruptions of Men; Suffering many of the Na- Ads xiv. 
tions to walk after their own Ways, and giving 16. 
others over to a Reprobate Mind, a Spirit of Rom. 28. 
Stumber, Eyes that they ſhould not ſee, and 4 8. 
Ears that they ſhould not hear, 


But ] find in theſe Lively Gracles, That he Actsvii.38 


has ſhown a peculiar Concern about the Redempti- 
on of Mankind. 


J Believe, that God made a Covenant with 
our firſt Parents, as the Common Root of all their 
Poſterity ; and gave em a righteous Law with this _ 
Eſtabliſhment, that, he that does theſe Things Rom x. 112 
ſhall live by them, and in the Day that ge 
offended, he ſhould ſurely dye. But this have Gen. ii.17. 


they ſought out many Inventions ; and by that Rom. v 19 
one Man's Diſobedience many were made Sin- 
ners; ſo that now all Fleſh have ſinned, and Rom. iii. 
come ſhort of the Glory of God, For by one pg... ., 
Man Sin enter'd into the World, and Death by 45, 19. 
din, and Death has paſs'd upon all Men. . 


41 

* 
5 8 2 8 
r 


And as thro' the Offence of one many are dead, 


ſo the Judgment came upon all to Condemna- 
tion. | | 
1 Believe, that our Natures are not only guili /, 
but impure, We axe deceitful above all Thungh Jer. x 
an _ 


"25 9 * 
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_ Rom. vii. and deſperately wicked, in our Fleſh dwells no 
Gen. vi. 3. good Thing, every Imagination of the 
Ihoughts of our Hearts are only evil, and that 
Tit. 1. 16. continually; the Mind and Conſcience are dé- 
|  Eph.ii 1. fiſed. We lie dead in Treſpaſſes and Sins, be- 
Rom. xi. ing concluded in Unbelief, and thus are Chil- 
32. - dren of Wrath, made ſubje& to Vanity, and, 
Eph „nn being under the Law, are under the Curſe, 
20. that is impeuding over every one that continues 
Gal. iii. 10. not in all Things, that are written in the Book 
Rom. v. G. A the Law to do them. Thus were we with- 


Col. i. 2 t. out Strength, and Enemies in our Minds, Bur, 


: 7 Believe that God reſolved to glorify himſelf h 

ng frow' off the bf Bae, 
6 I the Scriptures of Truth, > | find an Ac- 
count of this Work, Firſt, as it lay in a Deſign; 


+= and, Secondly, as it was accompliſh'd, and brought 
ER : ant Life. | ” N „ 
1 The Deſign comprehends his choice of the Per- 
5 Heb. i. 14. ſons, who ſhould be the Heirs of this Salvation, 


and his Contrivance of the Method to bring 
it about, . 5 N 


1 5 As to the former, I believe that he did from 
Erh. i. 5. Eternity PREDESTINATE ſome to the 
Adoption of Children by Jeſus Chriſt, whoſe 

Heb. xii. Names are written in Heaven; and what he 

on: 7 does in this World, 1s a making known the 

| Rom. ir. Riches of his Grace on thoſe Veſſels of Mercy, 
23- wWuhom he had afore prepar'd to Glory. 


| ©: This Election was free, and it will have a cer- 


* 
" 3% ' I 


 W Conressron of FAITH. nz 
s 0 I 7 5c/ieve that the Remnant are ſaved accord- Rom. xi q. | 
the Wing to the Election of GAE, not for the 

that orks which they ſhould afterwards do, but ac- _ . 

de. cording to his own Purpoſe and Grace, before Tim. l. 9. 

be- Mthe World began. N | 

bil. 7 believe that this Defign will be Effeftual to : 

and, Ie Happineſs of all thaſe whom he has choſen, Mar. xiv. - | 

irſe, 


ſor the Foundation of God ſtands Sur E, ha- „ 
ving this Seal, the Lord knous them that are 5 n 
5 og the Scripture tells me of the purpoſe 1 

t ſelf. | | 

I Believe the only Method of obtaining it, was © a: 
by appointing one MEHDIATOR between rim. i - 
God and Man, the Man Chrift Jeſus; laying 18. li. 6. 
upon him the Iniquity of us all; Giving 4 yy 
ertain Number to Him, and Setting Him forth — 


10es$ 
ook 
ith- 
But, 


4 to be a Propitiation thro' Faith in his Blood 25, 26. 
Zu; for the Remiſſion of Sins, that God might be 


juſt, and the Juſtifier of him that believes in 
eſus. Thus, As by one Man's Offence Death Rom. v. 
reign'd by one, ſo they who receive abundance 17, 18. 
of Grace, and of the Gift of Righteouſneſs 
reign in the Life by one Jeſus Chriſt. Tis by this 
Righteouſneſs that the Free Gift comes upon all 
o the Juſtification of Life. This was the Council z ch. vi. 
| of Peace between them both, that all the Fa- 13. 
from ther had given Him ſhould come unto Him, and Joh. vi 37. 
the be in no wiſe caſt out; and by the Blood of his 5 * 
ovenant He might ſend forth his Priſoners Zech. ir. 
it of the Pit, in which there is no Water, 
This is the method of Salvation, The Wiſdom of t Cor. i. + 
o o in a Myftery, even the hidden Wiſdom 7, 
hich G.o p ordained before the World unte 
our Glory, 912 . E R7A 


| The fulfiling of this Deſign leads us to the Perſon 

chat undertook it and the Glorious Things be did 

I & that Purpoſe . : þ LA $5 * 
gy Die 


oy 


14 THOMAS BRADBURT* 
De Undertaker was the Lord Jeſus Cris, 


bo is revealed in bis Natures and Offices, (1 +; 
As to his Natures we are told that he wa 


God and Man. 


| J Believe the Divinity of our Great Redeemer 
al that he is over all, Go Bleſſed for ever 
ch i. 14. The only Begotten of the Father; eftabliſh'4 
rov.viti. in the Beginning, or ever the earth. The 
23. lmage of the Inviſible Gop, who is before 


f 
| 
| 
| 
i 
. 
| 
| 
3H 16 
1 
| 
; 


Col. i. 15, all Things, and by whom all Things confi, 
Heb. i. 3. The Brightneſs of his Father's Glory, and the I 
Job. i. 1. expreſs Image of his Perſon : In the Beginning Mi 
org this Word was God. All the Fulnels of the t 
© © "Godhead dweltin him: He thought it no Rob -I 
bery to be equal with God, but receives a Di- Ii 
Heb. i. 6. & vun Homage, For all the Angels worſhip him, Mt 

34 and to the Son it is ſaid Thy Throne, O God, 
„ | is for ever and even Nee 
3 Joh. i. 14. I helieve alſo, the Word was made FI xs n, Wt 
Heb. x. f. and dwelt amongſt us; and, as a Body had 
Gal. iv. 4. been prepar d for him; in the Fulneſs of Ir 
Time, God ſent forth his Son, made of a Wo-: 
man, made under the Law, to redeem them 
| that were under the Law, that We might N 
3 receive the Adoption of Sons, He, that is Wt 
| _ Jeb.i:q. ſo much better than the Angels, as he has WC 
1 5 by Inheritance obtain'd a more excellent Wt 
Heb. ii. 9. Name than they, was made a little lower WI 
Phil. ül. than the Angels for the ſuffering of Death, Wc 
7, 8. - making himſelf of no Reputation, taking on 
him the Form of a Servant, thar he might MW» 
i leb. i. be Obedient to the Death of the Croſs, I. 
| 34. 17, The Children being Partakers of Fleſh and 8+ 
| mw Blood, he likewiſe himſelf took part of the I! 


flame, And as it behoveth him in all 
. Things to be like nnto his Brethren, ſo he 
5 was indeed in all Points tempted as we n 
Sno Eo ol —?„ 


* . 


Cow Ess row of FAITH. ng 


pnly without Sin. This is the Myſtery of God. Tim. 
wel great without 3 char God i + 
was manifeſt 1 in the Fleſh. oF: 


bs PP two N atures 4 he execute Ms FUR: 


een 3 | 3 ; 


ever 
find 7 believe bun- to — a T eber come om Job. i i. 4 
The Cod; of whom Moſes truly ſaid. unto the 

efore WM] hers: A PROPHET ſhall the Lord your Act. ii. 22. 
nſiſt. God raife up: And as, in the Days of his 2 2 
d the Fleſh, ho declar'd the Father, and made] ” 


ning known all things that he had heard of him, Johav.15. 
 thebeing- anvineed 70 preach the Goſpel to the gc r ga. 
Rob- poor; ſo he is fill the Word of Grace, who 3 
Di- Mis able to build us up, and give us an In- 55 
him, heritance among all them that fs ſanRified. 
God, Bl I believe that he was madea PRIEST for _ CRORE 
Never; not (after the Law of a carnal Com- 1 
: SH, mandment, -but the Power of an endleſs Lifm 
had Hand that he was merciful and faithful in things Heb-ii. 17 
's of pertaining to God, making Reconciliation * 
Wo- the Sins of the People. 
them i I believe alſo, that he is the K IN G of 
right Saints who ſhall reign in Righteouſneſs over Rev. xv. 5; 


at is Wthe Houſe of Jacob for ever; a Leader and © 

has Commander of the People, of whoſe Kingdom Ta, xxri. 

lent there ſhall be no end. 515 all theſe Capacities, | Ifa. Iv. 4: 

ower he is the Head of the Church, and the Saviour Lak. i.33. 

eath, Nof the Body, appointed to be the Heir of all Eph. v. 23. 

g on Things; but more eſpecially Lord over them, i. 3+ 

night who are given to him. He came thus anointed Joh,xvii.6; 

roſs, N with the Holy Ghoft, and with Power as it Ack. x. 38. 
and Nwas written of hinr in the Volume of the gg 2 TH 
the I Book. | * 
all : | 

ſo he 2 8 N 

only 
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Mat. i. 24. The Deſign that he fulfil'd was, the ſaving his 
People from their Sins. This he pre 
motes two ways, by what he did for us, ani 

EEE what he gives us. * 5 . 


The great and kind Things that he has don 
- for us, may be couſider d in bath the Wild: 
where they were act. 


In this World, he obeyed the Commands of _ the 
Lau, and ſuffer d the Pumſhment. | 


Col. ii. 3. As to A Obedience, I believe, That all the 
. FTreaſures of Wiſdom and Knowledge being 
Acts x. 38. hid in him, he went about Doing: Goop; 
Heb. vii. 26 holy, harmleſs, undefiled, and ſeparate from 
x Pet. i. 9. Sinners; as the Lamb of God without Blemiſh, 
Pfl. xl. 18. and without Spot; delighting to do the Wil 
Joh. xvi.38 of him that ſent him, by the which Will we 
kleb. x. 10. are ſanctified : Thus he fulfilled all Righte- 


— ouſneſs, and finiſh'd the Work that was given 
him to do. 8 5 

Gal.iii. 13. I believe alſo, That he was made a Cu Rs! 
Mat. xxvi for us, Suffe ring in both the Parts of his humane 
8. Nature; his Soul was exceeding ſorrowful; 
Phil.ii.7, his Body of no Reputation. For our ſakes he 
Trays became poor, a Worm, and no Man; a Reproach 
Ya. xxzxy Of Men, and deſpiſed of the People: Having 

2, 3. no Form or Comlineſs in him, but rejected as 


a Man of Sorrows, and acquainted with Grief, 


all his Life-time; and at laſt, by wicked Hands 


AR.ii. 23. crucified and ſlain; enduring the Croſs, deſpi- 
er ſing the Shame, humbling himſelf to the Obe- 
Beb. x, 14. dience of that Death; and by this one Offer- 
ing., has forever perfected them that they are 
ſanctified. 1 f 


4 


hte. oy balls 


ey , Y 2 


had their Acceptance with God; he being the 


Dominion over him. He ſuffer d, the Juſt for 


Conris5ronsf FAITH. is 


I believe that he was the Mess IAH who iK. K 
ſnould be cut off to finiſh Tranſgreſſion, and Dan.ix.24, 
make an end of Sin; to make Reconciliation 26. 
for Iniquity, and bring in an everlaſting Righte- 
ouſneſs. Our Peace is made thre? the Blood of Ol. i. 20. 


his Croſs, and by him God has reconciled all 


Things to himſelf, in whom we have alſo ob- - 
tained an Inheritance. BL Eph. i. 11. 
I believe there's no other Name given under 
Heaven, whereby Man can be ſaved : And it 
was upon this bottom, that all the Old Teta. 
ment Saints, who ſaw his Day and were glad, FORTIS 
Lamb ſlain from the Foundation of the World; _ —— 8. 
Jeſus, the ſame Yeſterday, to Day, and forr 
Ever. „ GOTO} ST; Heb. xiii. 8. 
I believe that, when he had by himſelf pur- Heb. i. 3. 
ged away our Sins, he was BUR IE D, and, 
lay part of three Days and three Nights in rats 
the Belly of the Ehn TA 


Act. iv. 1a. 


49051 


He purſues this gracious Defign in the” other 
World. We read of the manner, and the 
end of his going thither. \ + ke n 


His Paſſage takes in two Things; a Reſurrecti :. 
on from the Dead, and an Aſcenſion to the 
Right- Hand of the Father. EE 61 

I believe That God RA Is E D him up, hav- Acc. ii. 24. 

ing looſed the Pains of Death, becauſe it was Ve. zi. | 

not poſſible he ſhould be holden of it. He 

ſaw no Corruption, and being once raiſed from Rom. vi. g. 

the Dead he dies no more; Death has no more FH 2 


the Unjuſt, that he might bring us to God; 

being put to Death in the Fleſh, but quicken | - 

in the Spirit. He was declared to be the * Rom. i.. 
0 
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13 THOMAS BRAD BURT's 
Ach ni 1, of God with Power, by the Reſurrection from 
„the Dead; and was then obtaining an eternal 


Ko. iy. 25. Redemption for us, being not only deliver d 


| for our Offences, but rais'd again for our Ju- 
. 1 % afication..' * 535 I 


I believe. further, that he As C NDID up 


/ 


 Eph.iv. 8. on high and led Captivity, Captive, and being 


Mar3VL19 received into Heaven fits on the Right-Hand of 
* ii. 2. God, in two Capacities, as the Advocate , his 
x. 42. People, and Judge of the World. + 
| I believe, that when he aſcended, it was to his 
Jeh*.17: Father and our Father, to his God and our God. 
Heb. ix. 24, He went not into the holy Places made with 
Hands, but into Heaven itſelf, there to ap- 
Heb. vii. 3 pear in the Preſence of God For Us. And, 
be is therefore able to ſave unto the uttermoſt 
all that edme unto God by him; ſeeing he ever 
lives to make Interceſſion for them. So that 
none can lay any thing to the charge of God's 
. viii. Elect, ſeeing it is God that juſtifieth 5 none 
33-34. can condemn, for it is Chriſt that died, or ra- 
ther is riſen again; who is even at the right 
Hand of God, making Interceſſion for us. 

I believe that he is + as univerſal Judge; 
pet. iii. 22. Principalities and Powers being made ſubject to 
him: For to this End, he both died, and roſe, 
aud revived, that he might be the Lox» both 
Phil. ii. 9. of Dead and Living. God has now exalted 

him, and given him a Name above every 
Joh.xvii.y. Name, and glorified bim with the Glory, 
which he had before the World was. And in 


Rom.xiv.9 


AR. i. 11. the ſame manner as he was taken up, ſhall he 


come in the Clouds of Heaven, in his own 
Mat. xxiv. Glory, and his Father's, and the holy Angels. 


BI viii zg H/hen he thus deſcends from Heaven with 2 


1 Theſ. jy, ſhout, he will judge the World in Righteouf- 
16. nefs, being ordain d toi 
AQaviigi 55 TT | 
| Thit 
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This is * N hs 1 550 us. 7 a 
lieve that he has a wiſe and gracious Me- 
thod of applying theſe Benefits to his IP 
both in this aud the other Life. 


The Priviledges 4 this World are our 45 5 
tance o an Intereſt” in him, * our N r 
ment of it. 3 


is this Admiſſion there is a ca Change, 
in our State, and Temper, 


The Change of State „ our dale. 
ad Adoption. 

I believe, That 8 he 3 8 
them he alſo calls, and whom he has called he Rom. viii. 
has alſo JusT1F18D freely by his Grace, 8 
thro the Redemption that is in Chriſt Jeſus. ** * 
The Bleſſedneſs of this confts in God's imput< Rom. iv. 6. 
ing Righteouſneſs without Works; having 
made him to be Sin for us, who knew no Sin, 2Cor 1.41 
that we may be made the W of 
God in him. 

I believe that we tay bold on this Mercy 
Fal R, and that is not of our A — 0 it. 8. 
the Gift of God. To as many as thus receive 
him, he gives Power to become the Sons of Joh. i. 12, 
God, even to them who believe on his Name. 3. 
who are born, not of Blood, nor of rhe Will 
of the Fleſh, nor of Man, but of God. Being Nom. v. r. 
juſtified by Faith, we have Pz act with 0 
God thro our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, and are ſaved: ver.g. 
from Wrath thro' him. He being wounded Ia. li.. 
for our Tranſgreſſions, bruis d for our ne, 
ties, and having the Cha ſtiſement of our Peace me 
ppon him, 4 his Rares we are . This ver. 1.12. 

3 


* 


7 


20 _ THOMAS BRAD BURT'/ 
was the Travel of his Soul, when he pour'd it 
out unto Death, that he bare our Iniquities, No 
and made Interceſſion for the Tranſgreſ- MR 

Eo © So | = 

Rom. viii. ] believe that God's People do alſo receive the 

17- ADO TION of Sons, aud ſo are Joint- 

zTim.ii19 Heirs with Chriſt, called by his Name; and, 

gs having the Spirit of Adoption, have Boldneſs 

Epbtkir ro Acceſs, with Confidence, by the Faith of 
im. 


F rvrxet. ii. 7. There it a Change in the Diſpofirion of thoſe, cl 
| who are Heirs of the Grace of Life. This is tl 
owing to free Love and Almighty Power, F 


| I believe, Firſt, that it is the Reſult of meer th 
| Jari. i. 18. Grace ; for of his own WII I he has begot- i {* 
. ten us of the Word of Truth; and ſaved us Ne. 
2 Tim. i. 9. with an holy Calling, not according to our lu 
| Phil. fl. 3. Works, bur his own Purpoſe and Grace. He tl 
| .. 3. orks in us, both to Will and to do of his in 
own good Pleaſure. | | 3 
I believe, Secondly, That in this Change the h 
If. Iii. 1. Ax of the Lord is revealed. He ſends the ! 
Rod of his Strength out of Sion, and makes a 4A 


PAl 3 : 8 5 67; 5 
nt : People willing in the Day of his Power. Th tr 
{| - - - the Freedom of Man's Will continues, ſo that the th 
Mat. xvii. cked are ſaid to have done what they liſted, I be 


am. i. 14. and every Man, when he is tempted, is drawn 
Re fl. J. aide of his own Luſt, and enticed ; yet our 
| Carnal Mind being Enmity againſt God, and e 
not ſubject to the Law of God, no Man can WW. 
Joh. vi. 44. come unto Chriſt, except the Father draw him, * 
Coi.i. 13. and it's he that delivers us from the Power of of 
7 +». Darkneſs, and tranſlates us into the Kingdom ch 
| of his dear Son. on os th 
Heb. iii. 1. I believe that all the Partakers of this hea- 8 
Ct. vi. 1 Venly Calling are thus waſhed and ſanRtified in FP 
| DO | a 


| 
| 
| 
l 52 ar 
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the Name of the Lord Jeſus, and by-the Spirit 
of our God Having known the Power of his 
Reſurrection, and being made conformable to Phil.iii.16. 
his Death. * ä ” on. 


The Aster- Enjoyment of this Priviledge reſpecb 
tuo Things; our Progreſs in Holineſs, and 
a Redeemer's Government. 


believe that the Ranſomed of the Lord Iſxxxv. 10 
Grow in Grace; that the Old Man is cru- 2Pet.ii. 18. 
cified, and the Body of Sin deſtroyed : Thr nem Fe 
the Spirit they are mortifying the Deeds of the 
Fleſh ; and being ſtrengthen'd with all Might Epb. i. 16. 
in the inner Man, are perfecting Holineſs in 2 Cor. vii. i. 
the Fear of God, without which no Man ſhall 2 
ſee the Lord. Not that they have yet attain- ee 
ed, or are already perfect, becauſe the Fleſh © 
luſteth againſt the Spirit, and the Spirit againſt Gal. vi. 15. 
the Fleſh, and they are oftentimes brought 
into Captivity to the Law of Sin and Death; 
Jet, as they are under Grace, Sin ſhall not Ro. vi. 13. 
have Dominion over them. För, whatſoever 1 Joh. v. 4. 
is born of God, overcometh the World. They 
are growing up into Chriſt in all things; being Ephiv-15. 
transform'd by the renewing of their Minds, Ro. xii. 3. 
they prove what is the holy, acceptable, and 
perfect Will of God. This is a faithful Saying, Tit. iii. 8. 
and what I will endeavour to affirm conſtantly, 
that they who have believed in God, muſt be 
careful to maintain good Works. 

Ialſo believe, That he who has begun a good 
Work in them, will perform it unto the Day Phil. i. 6. 
of Jeſus Chriſt. No Man ſhall be able to pluck _ 
them out of his Hands, for they are Kzpr by Joh. x. 28. 
the mighty Power of God thro' Faith unto *P*t-i- F- 
Salvation. They may indeed grieve the good Epb. iv. 30. 
Spirit of God, and ſo have their Iniquities vi- | 
„ C | | fited 


Ro. vii. 23. 
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BJ. 
Mat. xv.9. 


- En DR nn eto 
—— — rr —— 


Pal. lxxxix fired with Stripes; but they are thus chaftned 


32. 


| ICor-xi.32 Of the Lord, that they may not be condemned 
Heb. xiii. with the World. He that brought again fron 


20, 21. the dead the Lord Jeſus, the great Shepherd of 
the Sheep, thro' the Blood of the Everlaſting 
Covenant, will make em perfect in every 


Rom. viii.good Work; and I am perſwaded, that nothing 


38,39. ſhall be able to ſeparate them from the Lore 
| of God, which is in Chriſt Jeſus our Lord. 
I believe that Chriſt does alſo govern his Peo- 


Jam. iv. 12. ple, being the one LAW GIVE R, whois 
Cor. vn able to fave and to deſtroy. Having bought 


us with a Price, we are not to be the Servants 
of Men, or receive for Doctrines their Com- 


Heb. xiii, mandments. He is to be worſhip'd with Re- 


28, verence and a godly Fear, and only in the Wy 
© that himſelf has appointed. I do Deteſt all tle 
> Theft ii. Abominations of that Man of Sin, and Son of 
3, 4. Perdition, who oppoſeth and exalteth himſelf 
above all that is called God; ſo that he as God, 
ſitteth in the Temple of God, ſhewing him- 
ſelf that he is God. | 
4 Mediator's Rule confiders us either alone, ur 
in the Relations we bear to one another. 
+Cor.x.3t. I believe that whatever we do Perſonal) 
Rom. vi. Mould be to the Glory of God; that, being 
22, made free from Sin, we may have our Fruits 
unto Righteouſneſs. V 
3 J Believe, we are alſo directed to own this Lord 
Irving, Societies, and come together into one Place 
* for a mutual Help in our moſt Holy Faith; 
Hel x. 24.Provoking one another to Love and to 
Eph.ii.21- Works, and being thus fitly framed together, 
grow unto an Holy Temple in the Lord. 
I believe that there is a Communion with al 


2Cor.1. 2. tliat in every Place call upon the Name o 


the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, both theirs and ours 
and that by one Spirit we have been baptiz d 
TR | | into 


Cox PESSION Sf FAITH. 3 


into one Body, whether we be Jews or Gentiles, ! Cor. xii. 
bond or free, and have been all made to drink '** | 
into that one Spirit. : EE | 

I Believe that he will be with his People al- Mat.xxvin. 
way to the End of the World; that a Seed pl zuin. 
ſhall ſerve him, which muſt be accounted: to zo. 
the Lord for a Generation. To the preparing Luk. i. 17. 
ſuch a People for himſelf, he has appointed a *©9r-v-18. 
Miniſtry of Reconciliation, that Sinners may Romx.14. 
believe on him of whom they have heard; and Col ii. 6. 
that others, as they have received Chriſt, may 
walk in him: Foy when he aſcended up on ꝑph. iv. 8. 
high, he gave Gifts to Men, Paſtors and 11, 12. 
Teachers, for the Perfecting of the Saints, for 
the Work of the Miniftry, and for the Edify- - 
ing of the Body of Chriſt. 5 

1 believe he has given us ſeveral Ordinances, 
that we may be BAPTIZ p in the Name 
of the Father, and of the Son, and of the 
Holy Ghoſt, TavGnr all things whatſoe- ver. 20. 
ver he has commanded ; admoniſning one ano- 
ther in PS ALMS and Hymns, and ſpiritual Col. ii. 16. 
Songs, ſinging with Grace in our Hearts unto 8 
the Lord; And by Eating his Bx zap, and PE 
Drinking his Cu yp in Remembrance of Him, 
ſhew forth our Lord's Death until he come. As i. 24. 
Thus we are to continue ſtedfaſtly in Doctrine, 
and Fellowſhip, and in Breaking of Bread, 
and in PRAYERS. 55 

I Believe that in all theſe Parts of Worſhip, Mat. xxiii. 
one is our Maſter, even Chriſt; No Man ha-8. | 
ving Dominion over our Faith, or am Right to 2 Cor. i. 24. 
break the Liberty wherewith he has made us G4. . 
free, and entangle us again in the Yoke f 
Bondage. „ 

There's an Application of theſe Benefits in the 
other World; ſomething is done immediately upon 
ur Entrance there; and a great Part of the Sal- 

e 2 Dation 


Mat. xxviii. 
19. 
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1 Cor. xiii. by ſeeing him as he i is, and knowing, as them- 


1 TheTiv ſent with the Lord, not ſeeing him thro 


Fh ü. 29, the Lk who ſhall change our vile Bodies, 


1 Theſſ. ir. to ſubdus all. Things unto himſe!f, And, as 


EE a vation reſerved till the Time of the Reflicutio 
of all Things. 
The Chriſtian, at his Death, enters upon tu 
Bleſſings, a Compleat Purity, and a ſatisfying En. 
opment. 
Heb. xii.23 I Believe that the Spirits of juſt Men art 
Joh. ii. 2. made PSR YE, like unto Chrift himſelf 


12. ſelves are known, 
Aud, as to their Felicity, J believe that they 
are BLESSED, who die in the Lord; Fo, 
Rev. xiv. when this Earthly Houſe of our T abernacte i 
3% _diflolved, we enter into an Houſe not made with 
Hands, a Building of God, Eternal into the 
Cor vg. Heavens: From that Moment they are ever pre- 
Or. 
16. _ Glaſs darkly, but Face to Face. 
z Cor. xi. The final Reſerves of this Happineſs come at 
* the Reſurrection, and the Univerſal Judgment. 

J Believe the former, that there ſhall be: 
cog xiv" RESURRECTION of the Dead both of the 
Joh. v.28, Juſt and of the Unjuſt. All. that are in the 
29. Graves, ſhall hear the Voice of the Son of {Wal 

Man, and {hall come forth, they that haye Nis 
done well to the Reſurre&ion of Life, and they Wi 

that have done evil to the Reſurrection of Dam- 

La. lvii. nation. The Righteous, who have enter d in- 
I Pence, and reſt in their Beds, ſhall be rais d 
43. in Glo We look for a Saviour Chriſt Jeſus 


and faſhion them like unto his Glorious Body 
according to the Working, whereby he is able 


15. for thoſe that are alive, and remain at the 
1 Comir g of the Lord, they ſhall be all changed 


then iv. in a Moment in the tyinkling of an Eye. And 


16. 17. when the dead in Chriſt are-rais'd. firſt, they 


40 ſhall. be caught up to meet the Lord 3 
e t * 


CoNnFESSION of FAITH. 235 


he Air, and both together be ever with the 


UDGMENT alſo, becauſe he is the Son of 

an. The Angels, who ſinned, are delivered 2Pet. ii. 4. 
nto Chains of Darkneſs to be reſerved to the 

reat Day. Both they and the Wicked, that 
now not od, and obey not the Goſpel of ; 7 

is Dear Son, ſhall be puniſh'd with Everlaſt- 

ng Deſtruction, from the preſence of the 

ord, and from the Glory of his Power. 

I Believe that theſe ſhall go away into erer- 1. xy; 
aſting Puniſhment, but the Righteous into“ 

ife Eternal ; Chriſt will ſet the Sheep on his Ver. 33. 


gels, as the Bleſſed of his Father, who ſhall 4 = 
enter into the Kingdom prepared for them. 

nd then will. he preſent them unto himſelf a. 
glorious Church, not havin g Spot or Wrinkle, - . a7 
or any ſuch thing, but — it ſhould be: holy, 

and without blemiſh. © 

Now unto Him that. is Me keep u us from . 
alling, and Thus to preſent us faultleſs before 46. 

is Glory with exceeding Joy; to the Only 

ile God, our Saviour, be Glory and Majeſty, - 
AMEN, and n both now and Ever, 


This Ce on 10N of FAITH: was : | 
leliver d July the Teuth, 1707; in Fetter-Lane | 
fzeting- Houſe; London, "T4; 


ord. 
1 Believe that Chriſt has Authority to execute Job. v. "ey 


Right Hand, and confeſs them beforek the An- Tuke xi. 8s. 


. 
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MIN IST ER and PEOPLE, 


HE N YJoſhua was appointed the 
$1 Succeſſor of Moſes, God command- 
ed that he ſhould ſer him before all 
' the Congregation (a), and ſhould /ay 
| -his Hands upon him, and give him 
— a Charge. Having received a Com- 
miſſion and Truſt from God, with the Solemnity 
of the Impoſition of Hands, twas directed, that 
he ſhould have an Exhortation and Charge from 
the King of Kings, who gave him his Commiſſion. 
I only allude to it, conſidering what is expected 
from me, after this Solemnity of a publick Or- 
W 1 

I am deſired to give a Word of Exhortation 

to you, my Brother, who have this Day offer'd 

your ſelf to God, under very awful Bonds, to 
ſerve him in the Goſpel. of his Son, and in a 
ſpecial Relation to this People, who have choſen 
you their Paſtor. | - 

You know your Great Maſter, your tated 
Work, and the Value of Immortal Souls, pur- 
chaſed by his Blood. You know the Deſign and 
End of Miniſterial Faithfulneſs, is to exalt the 
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* Numb, xxvii.- 19. 


| Redeemer, 


Redeemer, and promote our own and other 
Men's Salvation. The way to theſe Ends (the 
Apoſtle tells Timothy) is, to Tale heed to thy lelf, 
and to thy Doctrine, and continue therein: And in ſo do- 
ing thou ſhalt ſave thy ſelf, and themthat hear thee. (a) 

You have this Day witneſſed a goood Confeſſion be- 
fore many Witneſſes, Let me beſeech you to take 


profeſs d, and continue. therein. 


Firſt, With faithful Diligence in the Work of 


the Goſpel, to which you are ſeparated. Endea- 
E. vouring to grow in Knowledge and in Grace. We 

are all the Servants of Chriſt, and of his Church, 
he or Jeſus f ſake: O let us not be ſtothful in fo weighty 
d- Bufineſs; but fervent in Spirit, ſerving the Lord 
all We are ſurrounded with Calls to be diligent, 
ay from the Conſideration of our Maſter, of our 
n ſelres, and our Work; from our Friends and our 
Enemies. If when there was deſtructive Work to 
ty be done by God's Commiſſion, tis ſaid, Curſed be 

he that doth the Work of the Lord negligently : () How 
m much more, when the Salvation of Souls is to be 


Ss 


n. promoted. Let us give Diligence to our Miniftry, 
ed endeavouring to be more skilful, and faithful, and 


r- © ſucceſsful in it. By. 
You know how often the Apoſtle recommends 
on and directs Diligence, Reading, and Exhortation, not 


24 WW neglect the Gift receiv d, but meditating on thoſe things, 


to and giving our ſelves wholly to them. (c) By much 
a Reading, Thinking, Writing and Speaking, to 

en gro and encreaſe in Gifts, and Grace, and Uſe- 
fulneſs. And let us not grudge any Pains or Di- 

d ligence, that the fulfilling of our Miniftry re- 
r- quires. Negligence and Remiſsneſs in the Cloſet, 
id is not like to be bleſt with any conſiderable Suc- 
ne ceſs in Publick Miniſtrations. And as on the one 


(a) 1 Tim, ir. ult. (i) Jer. xlviii, 10. (0 1 Tim. iv, 15,16. 
r, | | hand, 
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heed to your ſelf, and to the Doctrine you have 
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hand; the moſt hopefal Qualifications and Accom- 


W. pliſhments, without further Care of Improvement, 
ji may, and will decline: So on the other, how en- 
Wl couraging is the Proſpect, when a Foundation well 
5 laid is to be built upon? When tis not one, or 
two Falents, but five or ten that are to be traded 


| with, and improved? If thro' the Goodneſs of 
| God, you fer our with a good Furniture of Natu.. 
ii ral and Acquired Parts, and meet with general {Wa 
5 Acceptance in the firſt Years of your Publick Ne 
If Preaching, what Improvement may be expected by 
Study and Experience, after ſuch an hopeful Be- MW { 
in ginning, if Diligence and Humility, and ſerious o 
4 Faithfulneſs to God and Conſcience, be added? Hv 
Fi Which, therefore, I moſt ſeriouſly recommend to Nh 
111 . 528 | . 0 | 5 

1 Second, After ſuch a Confeſſion of Faith, let M © 
hy me beſeech you to keep this Myſtery of Faith in a pure b 
(hi Conſcience. This will be your beſt Friend, what- 

4 ever Services you may be call'd to: This, if any 

1 Thing, will be your Eneouragement and Support, 

ſt (the Witneſs of a good Conſcience) whatever 

1 Difficulties you may meet with; to be able to 

| look up to Heaven, and appeal to your great Lord, 

1 that you deſire to be faithful, and in Simplicity and 

13 godly Sincerity (not by fleſhly Wiſdom, but by the Grace 


ul of God) to have your Converſation in the World: (a) 
it! Living and Dying, this will be the matter of your 


nt  Rejorcing, e 

[01 ' Thirdly, Preſerve a deep Senſe-of the new Bonds 
Wt of God upon you. Think often of the Obligation 
if J you are under, by Tour Ordination Vow, You have 
Wh. here profeſs'd and promis d great Things, not on- 
| ; ly as a Chriſtian, but as a Miniſter. Now, as he 


[1 is like to be an excellent Chriſtian that is true to his 
1 Baptiſmal- chriſtian- Vow; ſo he is moſt like to be 
| an excellent Miniſter, who endeavours: to live un- 


der 


4 „ s n . = O05 = ry 
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ler a conſtant Senſe of bis Miniſterial, Ordinition- 


0. : E by 5 
You have a great Truſt committed to you: You 


rell Mhave ſolemnly engag d your ſelf ro the faithful 
or MDiſcharge of it; God grant to you, and to all of 
Jed Mus, that we may be Faithful! Y 
; of You are under ſtronger and ſtricter Bonds Now, 
tu- than formerly, to preach the Goſpel in Seaſon, 
ral N and out of Seaſon, and to fulfil your Miniftry in 
ick Mevery Part of it. As you may ſpeak with more 
by Authority, and hope for more of the Divine Pre- 


Bo. IM fence, Aſſiſtance, and Succeſs ; So you are more 
dus lf obliged to go on, and mind your Work, and ne- 
d> ver to look back, whatever your Diſcouragements 
to hereafter may be. | \ go 
The Vows of God are upon you, as One devoted 
let and conſecrated to God, in the Service of the Goſ- 
ure pel. Therefore „ 1 
at- Fourthly, Let me faithfully admoniſh you to ex- 
ny I pect Difficulties. It may be, rhe more ſeriouſly 
rt, reſolved you are, the greater Trials and Conflicts 
ver Jof one kind and another, you may meet with, in 
to the Courſe of your Miniftry : For beſides our o. m 
rd, I finful Imperfections and Paſſions, our Defects in 
nd Knowledge, Faith, and Love, and Humility ; and 
ace the dangerous Workings of Corruption, accor- 
a) Ling to the variety of Temptations, to which we 
u, are liable: (And we are expos'd to many, as Mi- 
niſters, the Devil ſcales us on the Temple- ſide:) 
ds We ſhall have the Weakneſſes, Faults and Follies 
on of others to trouble us. And if we all need Wiſ- 
ve dom and Patience, to keep a right Chriſtian Spi- 
"a rit, as the Followers of Chriſt, in a private Capa- 
he city, to go thro* the ordinary Exerciſes of a Chri- 
is ſtian Courſe, as concern'd for our own Souls; 
be We ſhall doubtleſs meet with many, more Difficul- 
n- dies, as Minifters, concern'd for the Souls of Others, 
Whoſe Caſes are various; their Capacities, their 
_—_ - Tempers 


A 


— TON 
Tempers and Conditions in the World very diffe. 


rent. Beſides the Oppoſition we muſt look for 


from the Devil and the World, and our own Hearts, 
We muſt not be ſurpriz'd, if the Paſſions, Preju- 
dice, Ignorance, and Miſtakes of others, call for 
theExerciſe of much Wiſdom and Patience: I mean, 


from the People we miniſter to; from our Friends | 


as well as Enemies; from the Good, as well as the 
Bad; and it may be from our own Brethren. He 
knows little of the ZF/orld, or of the Bible, who 
doth not count upon Suffering and Diſcourage- 
ment, from ſuch as are really good, as well as from 
others. There will, therefore, be need of Cou- 
rage, and Reſolution, and Patience. On al 
which Accounts, e . 
 Fifthly, Let me beſeech you to be much in Prayer, 
for continual Supplies from the Spirit of Chrift, 
without whom we can do nothing. He is the Au- 
thor of our Office, in His Name we act; we muſt 
depend on His Strength, whereby we may hope, 
fometimes when we are weak, to find we are 
ſtrong : Strong in the Lord, and in the Power of 
His Might. If Miniſters be Stars in Chriſt's 
Right-hand, their Light is borrow'd from Him; 


They derive all from His Fulneſs, and do all by 
His Strength, to Him we muſt apply. What 


can we do by. our Preaching, to open a blind 


Eye, to ſoften a hard ' Heart, to quicken a 


dead Soul, to overcome the Enmity of a Carnat 
Mind, to give Peace to a wounded Spirit, to com- 
fort the Conſcience of a doubting, trembling Chri- 
ſtian, but as accompany'd with the Efficacy and 
Power of the Spirit of Chriſt? We are not fuſh- 


cient of our ſelves for any of theſe Things: But 


the Weapons of our Warfare are mighty thro” God, His 
Grace muſt aſſiſt and proſper us, and cauſe us to 
triumph. Tis He muſt have the Glory of all 
our Succeſs, on Him, therefore, we muſt * 
2 Bet Wo | or 


* 
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— for Help. The beſt Miniſters have often reaſon 
eju- co complain themſelves, of much Spiritual Dead- 
for neſs and Indiſpoſition; how little then are they 

like to do, to awaken, quicken, encourage, and 


aſſiſt Others? They would ſoon be diſhearten'd 
the Min their Work, if the Influences of the Divine 
He Spirit ſhould fail. Having obtain d Help of God, (faith 
the Apoſtle) I continue to this Day. (a) That is, 
I had long ago fainted, and ſunk, and been utter- 


Gu- Sixthly, Approve your ſelf a Lover of Peace and 
all MU:ity; and join with your Brethren, who would 

ſeek Peace and promote it. As ever you expe& 
yer, N Cods Bleſſing on your Miniftry, remember this Ad- 
it, vice; and whatever Self-denial it may coſt you, 
u- endeavour to follow it. I don't mean the Peace 
oft Wand Unity of your particular Congregation (tho 
pe, Nit will much concern you to take Care to preſerve 


under ſeveral Names and Forms are ſeparated from 
the Church of Rome; on the ſame Common Prin- 
at Niples of the Reformation. 


nd I am glad to ſee the Concurrence of Miniſters 


a Pof different Denominations, in a ſolemn Ordina- 


nal tion, by Impofition of Hands, How needful is it, 
m- that we do our utmoſt to unite againſt the Enemies 
ri- Wo! our Common Chriftian Faith? and encourage, 


nd and ſtrengthen One Another, in our Endeavours 


4. Wor the Common Intereſt of real Chriſtianity 2 Do- 
zut Me not all hold the Head? and ſhall we not own 


lis and love One Another? agreeing in ſo many 


ly diſcouraged, if I had not obtain'd Help of God, 


that) nor do I intend by it, any Churches of ſuch 
or ſuch a Name and Denomination among Proze- 
ants; but of the whole Body of Proteſtants, who 
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 Eftabliſhment, upon the like Principles of Conſci.iea 
| ence? and yet to own and honour Them as Pre. 


that would be glad to involve us in a General Ru- 


the poſitive Inſtitutions of the Chriſtian Religion? 
Is it not alſo neceſſary to unite our whole Strength 
againſt that general Corruption of Manners, which 


HFad ue ever a louder Call to Unite for theſe 
Purpoſes ? or ever a fairer Opportunity, than un- 
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) 
Pr 
10: 


teſtants and Brethren ? Let us always diſtinguiſh 
between thoſe Things, about which good and uiſ: 
Men may differ; and yet be good Men, who loye 
God, and love one another; and thoſe Things that 
are eſſential to Chriftianity. hs 

Have not all Engliſh Proteſtants common Enemies 


in, and fhall we contribute to it, by Diſcords 
among our ſelves, for want of a Spirit of Chari- 
ty, Unity, and mutual Forbearance ? Commun Wha 
Enemies, J ſay, not the Romaniſts only, but ſuch 
as ſtrike at all Reveal'd Religion, overthrow the 
Authority of the Holy Scriptures, and deny the 
Divinity of our Bleſſed Lord; who would run 
down, and ridicule the Sacred Miniſtry, and all 


{ſerious Chriſtians of all Perſuaſions obſerve, and 
mar? | oe, 


der the Advantages of the preſent Government? Nua 


And if we now negle& it, we ſhall juſtly incur the Wliv 
Diſpleaſure of God, and the reproachful Cenſures Nin 


of all the World, and we our ſelves too late re- ſWwh 
pent it? And our Poſterity after us feel the fatal ¶ tio 
Conſequences, and charge us as the faulty Cauſe, Wer 
having had ſuch a Prize in our Hands, without pre 
Wiſdom and Faithfulneſs to uſe it. the 

Seventhhy, Becauſe much of a Miniſter's Uſeful- IM 
neſs depends on his Reputation, walk Circumſpecth Wil 


and in Wiſdom towards all, Tis true our Reputati- I tir 
on is in the Hand of God, as well as our Health, Nou 


but we ought to do what we can, to preſerve it, I Ac 
by becoming al Things to all Men, for their Editi- Win 
| ; | cation; | 


An EX HORTAT ION. 3; 
"ſci. ation; by avoiding whatſoever is contrary to 
Pro. N Decency and Order; Whatever is unbecoming the 
uin profeſſion of Religion, and not of good R | 
for a Miniſter. There are ſeveral Things, that 
ay not directly offend Conſcience ; which can- 
not be prov'd to be in themſelves ſinful, which yet 
are not Expedient, nor fitting for a Miniſter ; "Tis 
apparent, they will leſſen his Eſteem with Many, 
and ſo abate his Uſefulneſs. There is a Gravity, 
Humility, and Seriouſneſs in Converſation, be- 
oming a Minifter out of the Pulpit, if he would 
have his Hearers regard his Serious, Aﬀectionate 
Preaching on the Lord's Day. Moroſezeſs and Le- 
the Mvity are both Extreams. We ought to beg Wiſ- 
the dom from God, how to converſe with Men: How 
run ¶ to uſe our Liberty (as to Time, and Place, and 
all MCompany ;) Innocently, and Uſefully, without 
on? MOffence ; That our Miniſtry be not blamed, or People 
oth ¶ tempted to diſregard what they hear us preach, by 
ich N what they ſee us practice. Therefore, beſides a 
and MRegard to Reputation, in. order to Uſefulneſs ; 
on many other Accounts, let me beg you to en- 
eſe Mdeavour, : | 
un- Eighthly, To be an Example to the Hock: To 
1t ? N walk by the Holy Rule You ſer before Others. To 
the lire agreeable to what you preach, To manifeſt 
res Nin your whole Courſe, that you heartily believe 
re- what you ſay, and do, in your Publick Miniftra- 
tal MWtions. Therefore folow after Godlineſs, Love, Pati- 
iſe, Neuce, Meekneſs, Let us endeavour to believe, and 
out ¶ practice the ſame Things, we recommend to thoſe 
that hear us. The beſt Way for us to be better 
ul- Miniſters, more Uſeful, and more Succeſsful as Mi- 
Zh niſters, is for every One to endeavour to be a bet- 
i- er Chriſtian, If our Lives do not correſpond to 
th, our Sermons, how can our Prayers aſcend with 
it, Acceptance to God, or come down with a Bleſ- 
i- ng on the People, He can't expect to do much 
n; Yo | ; Good, 


Country, not only for the preſent, but the next 
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Good, who recommends from the Pulpit, thoſt 
Things to Others, which he doth not believe, or 
reliſh himſelf: As if more concern'd for their Souls, 
than for his own, Nay, tho' a Miniſter be a ſin- 
cere Chriſtian, yet by perſonal Declenſions and Ne- 
glects; if Corruption prevail, if Pride, Senſuali- 
ty, Worldlineſs, diſguis'd Selfiſhneſs, c. be not 
warch'd againſt; If our own Hearts be cold, and 
hard, and earthly, tho' in a Degree conſiſtent 
with true Grace ; yet the People muſt ſuffer by 
our ſpiritual Decays: Our Preaching will ſavout 
of it, the whole of our Miniſtry will, ſome way, 
be influenc'd by the Frame of our own Spirit. As 
it is better, or worſe, with us as Chriſtians, ſo are 
we like to be more or leſs uſeful as Miniſters. 
*T'will be the People's Loſs and Detriment, if we 
are not ſerious. And we had need for their Sakes, 
as well as our own, to be faithful, and endeavour 
to walk cloſely with God, | 

SIR, T5 : 

I might have exhorted, and urg'd you to all 
this, by many Conſiderations. I might beg you 
to remember, whoſe you are; whom you ſerve; 
to whom you are related ; to whom you are de- 
voted, ſo as to be no longer your own: Your 

Time, your Strength is not your own. I might 
beg you to conſider, what a kind Maſter you ſerve, 
what a mighty Lord you obey, what a wiſe Leader 
you follow, in how great a Name you ſpeak and 
act, from whom you have your Furniture, and 
Call, and may expect your preſent Help, and fu- 
ture Reward. | 

I might beg you to conſider, the Weight of the 

Minifterial Work, as a Servant of Chriſt, and his 

Church, for Jeſus-ſake ; and the great Conſequence 

of ir to your own Soul, and to the Souls of others; 

and to the general Intereſt of Chriſt, in Ciry and 


Generation. 
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eneration. I ſhould mind my ſelf, and you, that 
he Eyes of many are upon us : Who know what 
e profeſs, and obſerve what we do; and upon 
u, more eſpecially, in this Part of the City. 
Here is a fair Proſpe& of Service, but difficult 
ork; which will require more Wiſdom, than is 
eedful for an ordinary Miniſter in another Place. 
ou'll ſoon acknowledge, 'tis not an eaſy Matter, 
o know what to ſay on all Occaſions, to apply 
ſuitably to younger and elder People, to the Rich 
and the Poor, to Perſons of different Educations, 
empers, Conditions, Prejudices, &c. To divide 
he Word of God aright, to rebuke ſome, and 
encourage others, and to give to every One their 
Portion, and ſo approve your ſelf to our Lord Je- 
us Chriſt, as a faithful Steward. 1 % 
I might mind you of the Shortzeſs and Uncertain- 
y of your Life, and Time, to excite you to be ſe- 
rious and faithful in your Work, while it is Day; 
and of the Death w ſo many excellent Miniſters, 
as within a few Years have been call'd away; which 
ould ſtir us up to double our Diligence. I would 
alſo mind; you (with my ſelf and Brethren) of the 
ertain and ſtrif# Account, we muſt every one give of 
all our Talents, and Opportunities for doing and 
eceiving Good. Such things as theſe, I might 
urge to quicken you, to be diligent and faithful. 
here are others may be added of another Sort, 
for your Support and Encouragement. As conſider, 
ow honourable and Sweet your Employment is : 
How kind and gracious a Maſter you ſerve: How 
ear you ſtand related to him, as acting in his 
Name; with a Promiſe of his gracious Preſence, 
and the Expectation of a glorious Reward, if you 
nd Mercy to be faithful. I ſhall only add, that 
after this Dedication of your ſelf, what God ſaid 
to Gideon, (Judg. vi. 14.) may be ſaid to you, Go 
1 the Strength of this thy Might : Have not Þ ſent thee ? 
| | I 
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I would further ſpeak a' few Words to you 
who have been Mineſſes of this Soleninity, and to. 
the People in particular, to whom, my Brother is; 
now related, as Paſtor, | 

Firſt, You are hereby acquainted with the awful, He 
ſerious Work, that a Minifter is called to engage f 
in: You may eaſily diſcern, what Time, Diligence, Wh 
and Labour, is neceſſary to furniſh, and fit him for NH 

it, and how he muſt employ the reſt of his Life; 
if he will be faithful to his Truſt. Can you ima- 
gine, this is conſiſtent with another Calling, Em-. 
ployment, and Trade? or that any Body that 
will, may take this Honour to himſelf ; but ſuch H 
as are qualify'd, call d, and ſet apart for it. f 

Secondly, You ſee the Obligation you are under, M3 
ro know them, who by your own Conſent, are Ti 
Rule over you in the Lord, and to eſteem them hight: 
for their Work-ſake © (a) for their Relation to Chrif.&o 
and Yu. They are primarily His Servants, and re 

yours for his Sake. You know, the very Office offi 
the Miniſtry is now under great Contempt, and Hur 
more openly oppos'd than ever, by which, rhe Suc-MY 
ceſs of the Word preached, is manifeſtly obſtruc-Mb 
ed; and therefore, we ſometimes, as the great fte 
Apoſtle himſelf did, 1 Cor. xii. 11. Magnify our Of- Ne 

fice, and become Fools in Glorying. We may deſire 
you, to conſider the Relation of your Minifters e: 
to Chriſt, who hath put Honour on them, as hi 
Servants, his Meſſengers, his Ambaſſadors, toni 
bring good Tidings of Peace; Stars in his Rights 
Hand, Stewards of his Houſe, &c. And ſo up- ar 
on the Account of their Relation, and Office, and th 
Work, you are to count them worthy of doubt IT 
Honour, who faithfully labour in the Vord auth 
Dodtrine. (b) To whom is committed the Word of Re. ¶ ot 
conciliation, as tho God did beſeech you by us; that ui ye 


(4) Heb. xiii, 17. (6) Rom. x 15. —_— 
b 
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vou reconciled to God. (a) Therefore let a Man ſo ac- © 
1d to Mun of us, as Miniſters of Chriſt, and Stewards of | 
er ie Myſteries of God. (5) = 


Thirdly, Be thankful for this Liberty of the Goſ- | 


wel, el, which you enjoy. Rejoyce in the Faithfulneſs 
gage f Chriſt, as the Head of his Church, the great 
2nce, Whepherd of the Sheep, who hath provided for a 
n for Wuccefſion of Miniſters ; requiring that what they 
Life, Wave received, they ſhould commit to faithful Men, 
ima- ble to teach Others; (c) and hath promiſed His Pre- 
Em- Nence to the End of the World. (d) Bleſs God, that 
that rhen our Fathers are gone, and the Prophets do 


ot live for ever, that any Portion of their Spi- "a 
it falls upon Others; Oh that there were more! 


der, Ne thankful, that there is any hopeful Proſpect, 
e Titer ſuch a dark Cloud as we were once under, 
19% hat he, who hath the Reſidue of the Spirit, will 
brif, continue his Preſence, and preſerve his own Inte- 
and Weſt in the Riſing Generation. Bleſs God, for the 
e of. iberty we Miniſters have, to preach the Goſpel, 
and Hand alſo to commit it, as a Truſt unto Others. 


on, in particular, who worſhip God in this Place, 
be thankful, that God hath provided One fo fit- 


eat ted, to guide, and lead you, to be the Helper of 
our Faith, and Hope, and Joy. 5 

eſire Fuurthly, From what you have heard, you may 
fer learn your Duty to your Miniſters. To hear 


hriſt ſpeaking by them; to receive their Admo- 
nitions; to permit them to be faithful to your 
Souls; to ſtrengthen their Hands; to encourage 
up- and maintain them in their Work, according to 
and the Order of Chriſt; And, remember at the ſame 
uble g Time, that the beſt Miniſters are but Men, with 
au the like Infirmities, Failings, and Imperfections as 
Re. others, which you muſt allow for. But eſpecially, 
ju you ought to Pray daily, and earneſtly for them; 
(a) 2 Cor. v. 19, 20. (6) 1 Cor. iv. 1. (e) 2 Tim. it. 2+ 
(4 Math. xxvii. ult. Don 
E Tis 
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: Fis both your Duty and Intereſt; betauſs 1 
more you pray for us, the more we are likely 
prof you. The more Grace you obtain for ye 
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iniſters, by Praying for them, the greater E 
ſings will they be to you, and yours. 


Jo Conelude, _ 5; 3 if 

I hope God hath call'd, prepar'd, and accepyli 
Von, my dear Brother, as a choſen Veſſel, 
bear his Name, and deliver his Meſſage, to dil 
play the Glory of Chriſt, and enlarge his King 
dom. I hope, he will employ you to turn mal 
to Righteouſneſs, to build up his Church, ple 
his Cauſe, and defend his Truth, Cc. And thi 
you and this People, will be able to remember thi 
Day's Solemnity with Comfort, and Thankfgivi 
as long as you live. May God lengthen out youl 
Days, and make you, every Way, a Bleffing ll 
them, and to the City, and particularly, in ti 
Part of it. We have heartily beg'd it of God a 
ready, and ſhall now as heartily join with you 
Prayer, to the God, and Father oF our Lord Fe 
Chriſt. | - 


bs 
1 


Io His Grace I commend you, with a mol 
Sincere Affection. - 


| July 10, 1707. 


* _ ADVERTISEMENT. ': 
E E Charge of GOD to Gtpgox. In Three Sermot 
1 . preach'd Nov. 5, 1724, 1725, 1746. Towhich is add 


(4  & Sermon on the Nature of FAITH. By Thomas Brad 
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